
 

 

ACCESSIBILITY PLAN 2018-2021 

Updated September 2018 
 
Introduction 
At Joseph Norton Academy we are committed to ensuring equality of education and opportunity for all pupils, staff, 
parents and carers receiving provision from the school, irrespective of race, gender, disability, faith or religion, sexual 
orientation or socio-economic background.  We aim to develop a culture of inclusion and diversity in which all those 
connected to the school feel proud of their identity, able to participate fully in the provision offered and feel valued, 
cared for and listened to.  The development of a positive self-image, self-advocacy, respect for others and an 
awareness of the value of each individual’s contribution to the school community is an integral part of our ethos. 
 
This plan shows how Joseph Norton Academy intends, over time, to increase the accessibility of our school for disabled 
pupils, staff, parents and carers, and visitors.  It takes account of advice from the Department for Education and 
statutory requirements outlined in The Equality act 2010.  Its purpose is to ensure that we: 

 Increase the extent to which disabled pupils can participate in the curriculum (including participation in 
enrichment, off-site activities, trips and visits) 

 Improve the physical environment to enable all members of our community to take better advantage of 
education, benefits, facilities and services provided, and 

 To improve the availability of accessible information to disabled pupils  
 
Definition of disability 
A person has a disability if he/she has a physical or mental impairment that has a substantial and long-term adverse 
effect on his/her ability to carry out normal day-to-day activities. 
 
Contextual information: the school environment 
Our school is set in a beautiful rural location in approximately six acres of grounds. We enjoy access to woodland and 
rugged outdoor areas.  Our school building is split into a number of smaller sites.  Some of these are made up from 
the original Nortonthorpe Hall buildings such as stable block and lodge; others were part of a school rebuild which 
took place in 1965.  The newest building was constructed in the late 90s.  Moving between these areas takes place 
through a network of paths and stairs as our buildings are nestled into the hillside upon which we sit.  Currently, 
wheelchair access is available in: 

 The Therapy Centre 

 Emley Moor College 

 The vocational corridor 

 The Stables 
 
Contextual information: known disabilities 
At present, some of our pupils and other members of the school community have a range of moderate and specific 
learning disabilities, physical disabilities and mental health difficulties.  These include, for example, mental health 



issues, incontinence, ADHD, Epilepsy and Crohn's and Colitis.  A number of our parents and carers are cancer 
recoverees.  

 
Involving disabled people 
This plan is informed by the views and aspirations of disabled pupils and their families.  We have consulted and collated 
feedback by: 

 Asking appropriate questions about disabilities and need as part of the school’s admission process 

 Gathering and sharing information details about required modifications to the classroom and the curriculum 
as part of every pupil’s transition into the school and at regular periods throughout their time with us 

 Completing pupils’ self-regulation plans in partnership with parents and carers to ensure we adopt a consistent 
and clear approach 

 Asking every parent, carer, staff member to complete a confidential equality questionnaire 

 Addressing equality at regular intervals throughout the school year through the line management processes 
to outline roles and responsibilities and enable open lines of communication  

 Recording the views of pupils in their weekly learner journal and before their annual review 

 Asking pupils to complete an annual PASS survey (PASS is nationally recognised and provides a measurement 
of a pupil’s attitudes towards themselves as learners and their attitudes towards school)  

 Asking pupils to complete a QDP (QDP allows pupils to provide feedback on all aspects of school life including 
curriculum, school facilities and learning opportunities) 

 
Review and evaluation 
This accessibility plan and the outcomes will be evaluated at least every three years to monitor the plan’s effectiveness 

and ensure that it covers all areas of accessibility needed in the school. 

 
 
 



 
 
Accessibility Priorities 2018-2021 
 

Priority Target Making it happen Success Who When 

Provide personalised learning 
journeys that enable all pupils to 
access a supportive, challenging and 
creative curriculum 
 
 
 

1. Further develop the 
curriculum to ensure all 
pupils are sufficiently 
stretched and challenged  

 
 

 

 Create a culture of high 
expectations through the setting 
and moderation of highly 
differentiated and ambitious 
learning intentions for each pupil 

 Engage teachers in a research 
project through which they research 
how children with SEMH can be 
appropriately stretched and 
challenged without impacting on 
emotional well-being and self-
regulation 

 Train staff in the use of 
metacognition and self-regulation 
approached 

 

Highly motivated and resilient 
pupils direct their own learning 
using metacognitive and other 
appropriate strategies 
 
 

LF  
TO 
SW 

December 
2019 

2. Further develop the 
curriculum to extend pupils 
learning by teaching 
creatively and teaching for 
creativity  

 Investigate innovation and creativity 
beyond the school gate 

 Create a forum through which 
innovation can be shared 

 Explore and test new approaches 
through a research based CPD 
strand 
 

Pupils continue to access teaching 
and learning pedagogies at the 
forefront of education 
development 

AM 
LW 

December 
2019 

3. Adopt a powerful, evidence-
based, stage-appropriate 
approach to continual 
professional development 
to ensure all staff are 
knowledgeable about 
specific areas of disability 
relevant to our users 

 
 

 Deliver appropriate training 
throughout the year according to 
training needs analysis 

 Build upon an open dialogue with a 
wider team of specialist services 
that can provide additional advice 
and support for disabled pupils  

 Provide supervision support via 
specialist services to ensure child-
centred strategies are linked directly 
to classroom practice 

Pupils are supported by staff who 
are knowledgeable about specific 
areas of disability relevant to our 
users and know where to access 
additional support  
 
  

LF 
LH 

December 
2019 
 



4. Ensure new staff are aware 
of disabled children’s 
curriculum access 

 
 

 Staff induction to include 
introduction and explanation of 
accessibility strategies included in 
EHCPs and Self-Regulation Plan  

 Both plans are reviewed regularly  

 Specialist staff consulted are part of 
the review process where 
appropriate 
 

All staff aware of individuals needs 
 
 

LF On-going 

5. Ensure all pupils can access 
the wider curriculum 
through the use of 
appropriate physiological 
regulation strategies  

 Deliver whole school training to re-
focus staff 

 Agree key strategies based on an 
assessment of pupil need in each 
group 

 Re-shape learning enquiries to 
investigate the impact of agreed 
approach and adapt as required 

 Further embed the use of Iris film 
club to develop awareness and 
enhance practice in this area 

 Update self-regulation plans to 
reflect pupils’ developing needs and 
appropriate support and response 
strategies 

 Further embed nurture based 
routines across each key stage 

 Encourage additional working with 
parents to ensure joint ownership of 
plans and consistency between 
school and home 

 

Pupils access quality first teaching, 
learning and support enhanced by 
a clear understanding of trauma 
informed practice and maintain 
higher levels of emotional well-
being and positive engagement  
 
Self-regulation strategies support 
lifelong emotional well-being of 
pupils 
 
 
 
 
 

RG 
DJ 
TO 

January 
2020 

Develop unique and specialist 
learning spaces in an environment 
that allows disabled pupils to take 
advantage of a wide range of 
educational experiences 
 

1. Further develop immersive 
spaces to provide whole 
body stimulation during 
memorable learning 
experiences  

 

 Immersive learning equipment 
sourced and trialled 

 Immersive learning to be introduced 
as part of wider curriculum support 

 Staff training in specialist equipment  

Immersive learning becomes an 
integral tool in the educational 
experience 
 
 

RG 
 

July 2019  



 
 
 
 
 

2. Sensory stimulation 
equipment to be available 
to pupils experiencing 
emotional well-being 
outside the window of 
tolerance  

 Sensory stimulation activities to be 
identified as part of pupils’ self-
regulation plan 

 ISWs and PCWs to identify and have 
access to appropriate intervention 
space to facilitate sensory 
intervention 

 Curriculum based sensory 
stimulation opportunities to be 
available in classrooms offering 
timely intervention  
 

Sensory stimulation supports pupil 
emotional well-being during 
periods of low level emotional 
dysregulation 

RG March 2019 

3. Outdoor provision to be 
extended to most elements 
of the curriculum to support 
the ability of pupils with 
disabilities to engage in 
memorable educational 
experiences 

 

 Topic based approaches to the 
curriculum to provide extended 
opportunities for outdoor learning 

 Planning meetings ensure that each 
key stage had opportunity for 
outdoor learning.  

 DofE qualification to be developed 
at Key Stage 4 to promote 
achievements via outdoor education 

 

Outdoor education supports pupils 
with SEMH difficulties in their 
ability to access outdoor space and 
engage with it in a purposeful, safe 
and inspirational manner 
 
 

RG Ongoing 

4. Classrooms to be consistent 
beacons of celebration in 
order to improve pupils’ 
self-regard and self-esteem 
 

 All classrooms to show 
development of pupil ownership 
throughout the year via celebratory 
displays of all aspects of learning 

 Classrooms to be personalised and 
demonstrate the individual aims 
and aspirations of pupils 

 Pupils to be supported to accept 
visitors into the classroom and 
welcome them into their learning 
space with pride 
 

Pupils are able to demonstrate 
pride in their achievements and 
environment in line with their 
relative SEMH age 

LF May 2019 



Improving the delivery of 
information to disabled users which 
is readily accessible to users who are 
not disabled. 

5. Key documents to be made 
available in modified 
versions in a timely manner 
on request 

 Pupils in need of modifications 
identified and provided for via EHCP 
provision 

 Most commonly requested 
modifications by 
parents/carers/visitors to be 
identified 

 Modified texts for most commonly 
identified modification requests to 
be sourced and in place 

 Support in accessing documents to 
be offered to non-regular users 
 

Pupils are supported with modified 
resources in lessons 
 
Parents/carers and visitors are 
provided with modified 
information on request 

RR Ongoing 

 
 


