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Introduction 

At Joseph Norton Academy, we recognise that the presence of animals can play an extremely important role in a 

child’s social, emotional, academic and vocational development.  At school we use animals for a wide variety of 

reasons including, for example, to motivate pupils to think and learning; to encourage respect and reverence for life; 

to foster a sense of responsibility; to develop hobbies and interests and to improve academic achievement.   

 

However, we also recognise that animals cannot be allowed to endanger pupil and staff safety and that the welfare 

of animals is of paramount importance.  For this reason we ensure that all animal related activities are thoroughly 

risk assessed and that staff and pupils are taught correct procedures for handling and caring for animals. 

 

This policy is written in line with the following: 

 Animal Welfare Act 2006 

 Guidance on Infection Control in Schools 

 Farming and Countryside Education guidance 

 Health and Safety Executive (HSE) guidelines 

 CLEAPPS guidance 

 

Animal Welfare 

In line with the Animal Welfare Act 2006, we acknowledge that we have a ‘duty of care’ for animals in school and 

that this duty is applied throughout the year and not just in term time.  For this reason, we employ a qualified Farm 

Manager to ensure this duty is fulfilled and careful arrangements for additional holiday and weekend care are made.  

Our Farm Manager is Robert Westmoreland.   

 

We ensure that every animal enjoys an optimum environment in which they can exhibit normal behaviour; that we 

provide a high quality, appropriate diet; that routine preventive health measures are sought and practised and that 

any sick animals are promptly isolated and examined by a vet.  In additional we ensure that any contact between 

pupils and animals is supervised and controlled; that the animals are given adequate ‘rest’ periods away from 

disturbance; that the animal’s lifestyle fits with the academic day and that animals are prevented from 

indiscriminate breeding. 

 

 



The Role of the Farm Manager 

Our Farm Manager has a comprehensive job description covering all aspects of farm life including the following key 

areas: 

 

1. Purchasing Animals 

The Farm Manager sources our animals from reputable breeders, which have good-quality animals and clearly 

keep them in good conditions.  The animals we obtain are well socialised young animals that are chosen due to 

the particular characteristics of their breed.  We are registered with DEFRA and meet their requirements.  The 

Farm Manager consults relevant guidance to decide which animals are appropriate to live in and visit the 

school.   

 

2. Duty of Care 

Our Farm Manager has overall responsibility for the care of animals and ensures they receive an appropriate 

diet, housing, exercise, and socialisation etc.  When necessary, the Farm Manager seeks veterinary support and 

cares for animals on a 24 hour basis.  When required, this includes caring for animals in their own home.  

 

3. Risk Assessment  

The Farm Manager completes a risk assessment for every animal housed on site.  Each risk assessment includes 

veterinary contact details and advice on recognising ill health in that species.  Additional risk assessments are 

completed for every animal/pupil related activity, including, for example, handling and feeding animals or 

cleaning and maintaining their habitats.  Through planned activities and active learning, we aim to develop in 

our children, an age-appropriate understanding of risk and foster the development of positive safety attitudes, 

behaviour and decision making.   

 

4. Health and Safety 

The Farm Manager is responsible for health and safety on the school farm and in other areas of the school 

where animal related activities take place.  Health and safety includes maintaining good hygiene when handling 

and feeding animals, cleaning their housing and undertaking other jobs on the school farm.  When handling 

animals children do not consume food or drink; they cover any open cuts or wounds with waterproof adhesive 

dressings and, when necessary, wear protective gloves; and wash their hands with soap and water before and 

directly after working with animals. 

 

Pupils only handle our animals under the direct supervision of an adult in line with the relevant CLEAPPS guide.  

Pupils are taught to keep animals away from their faces and are supervised to ensure this happens.  When 

cleaning out cages or enclosures, pupils and adults wear protective disposable gloves and soiled litter is 

disposed of in a covered compost heap.  All wastes produced, whether accidental or routine, are handled and 

disposed of hygienically and contaminated items and surfaces properly washed and disinfected. 

 

In the unlikely event that a pupil or adult is bitten or scratched by an animal at school, medical advice is sought.  

In addition, in the case of a child, parents are called and an incident from completed and signed by the relevant 

senior leader.  Children known to have allergic reactions to animals have restricted access to animals that may 

trigger a response.  If a child is suspected of having an allergic reaction, for example, a skin rash, irritation to the 

eyes and nose or breathing difficulties medical advice is sought and parents are informed.  Children with 

medical conditions that make them vulnerable to infection will be restricted from working with animals.  

 

As a school we are aware that pupils and adults may have phobias towards certain animals.  These fears are 

respected and efforts made to segregate the animals from these individuals. 

 

 



Animals Considered as Class Pets 

No animals at our school are kept in classrooms or considered to be class pets.  All of our animals are housed on the 

School Farm or in the indoor environmental classroom.  The majority of our animals are permanent residents 

although the Farm Manager may facilitate additional visits, which are risk assessed appropriately.  No animal is 

brought to school without prior authorisation.  Pupils are not allowed to bring pets to school.  Arrangements for 

animal visits from reputable companies are made at least 48 hours in advance and pupil allergies checked prior to 

the visit.  No wild animals or protected animals are purposely brought to the building or on school grounds by 

anyone other than an authorised or licensed animal handler. 

 

At present our school farm includes goats, rabbits, chickens and bantams.  Animals in our environmental area 

include gerbils.  In the future we hope to include ducks, pigs, lizards, insects, fish and tortoise.  Additional animals 

such as land invertebrates, aquatic animals, amphibians, birds and small mammals may be observed in their natural 

environments.  Poisonous animals, animals that are governed by the Dangerous Wild Animals Act or endangered 

species are not brought into school. 

 

Parents 

Parents are asked to provide up-to-date medical information about their children, including known allergies and 

phobias.  Parents have the right to withdraw their child from any involvement or handling of the animals if they wish. 

 

Equal opportunities 

All pupils will have opportunities to access the animals under the supervision of an adult.  A pupil may not have 

contact with an animal if they pose a threat to the animal.  It is the Farm Manager’s responsibility to encourage the 

pupil to have the right approach to animals. 


