
 
 

PARENT PARTNERSHIP POLICY 
Updated March 2017 

 

Introduction 

At Joseph Norton Academy we believe that education is a collaborative enterprise involving parents, staff, children, 

governors, the Local Authority and a range of other agencies.  We value the unique insight that parents can provide 

into their children’s learning and acknowledge that learning begins and continues at home.  Consequently, we are 

committed to establishing and maintaining an effective and purposeful working relationship between home and 

school.  By working closely with parents, we seek to nurture children through the development of trust, respect, 

confidence, independence, self-esteem and their desire to learn. 

 

When we refer to parents, we mean both mothers and fathers; which can be birth parents, step-parents or parents 

who do not live with their children but who still play a role in their child’s life through regular contact.  Reference to 

parents also includes carers, adoptive parents, foster parents and guardians.  We also recognise that some children 

have two parents of the same gender. 

 
Purpose of this Policy 
As a school we aim to: 

 Build strong partnerships with all parents 
 Empower all parents to have an ownership of our school and their child’s learning 
 Ensure that all communication with parents is effective, clear and jargon free 
 Actively involve parents in the education and progress of their child 
 Make good use of parents’ expertise and willingness to enhance school life 
 Provide an effective induction for all parents 
 Establish, and act upon, the views and opinions of parents 

 
Communication 

To ensure we communicate effectively with parents we: 
 Ensure that all written communication is “user friendly”, useful and informative 
 Publish regular, informative whole school newsletters 
 Maintain and develop our school website, ensuring that it is updated on a regular basis 
 Hold parent consultation meetings each term 
 Encourage parents to follow our Twitter stream 
 Phone or text parents with regular updates on an agreed basis 
 Respond swiftly and efficiently to parental requests 

 
Learning 
To actively involve parents in the education, progress and well-being of their child we: 

 Send home a weekly report showing progress and behaviour of their child 
 Share a half-termly homework planner with suggested end-of-day activities 
 Send home a termly learner journal evidencing progress and next steps 



 Invite parents to consultation/parent meetings each year 
 Seek to ensure that all relevant school policies are effective and easy to read 
 Involve parents in supporting their child’s behaviour and well-being  
 Regularly review every child’s Self-Regulation Plan 
 Work closely with parents to maximise attendance and minimise lateness 
 Visit parents in the home when they are unable to attend meetings at school 
 Provide information and advice workshops, for example, Online Safety  

 
Expertise and Willingness 
To make good use of parent expertise and willingness to enhance their own learning and that of the school and their 
children we encourage parents to: 

 Attend school events and celebrations 
 Become involved in school projects 
 Join or support our Friends of Joseph Norton group. 
 Become a parent governor 
 Take part in a parenting course 

 
Induction 
To provide a good induction for all groups of parents we: 

 Ensure that our website is detailed, informative and up to date 
 Ensure that our Twitter account is detailed, informative and up to date 
 Provide opportunities for all prospective parents to find out about our school and offer a tour 
 Provide opportunities for parents to discuss all transitional decisions 
 Ensure information is produced and distributed appropriately, taking account of parental needs and views 
 Delivering Family Learning courses for example ‘Family Thrive’ 
 Provide a thorough information pack for new parents 
 

Sharing Views and Opinions 
To establish the views and opinions of parents we: 

 Provide annual opportunities for parental questionnaires  
 Ask parents to evaluate key events and visits to school 
 Seek parental consultation on key issues in school 
 Consult on key policies and procedures 
 Regularly review the Home-School Agreement 

 

Governors 

Our Governing Body work with staff to promote, support and develop links with parents, for example, by supporting 

Friends of Joseph Norton and attending events to meet with parents wherever possible. The Governor with 

responsibility for Parent Partnership is Jan Jones.  All parents are automatically Friends of Joseph Norton members 

and we welcome feedback and ideas, even if you are unable to attend the meetings. 
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